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In the specification : 

Please amend paragraph [0019] as follows: 

[0019] In the exemplary embodiment shown in Fig. 3, the valve element 100 is formed as a 
flexible disk 110 having dimensions appropriate to the size of the flow passage within the one of 
the hubs 1 8, 20 into which it is to be mounted. The flexible disk 110 may be formed of any 
sufBciently flexible material, such as a polymeric material. More specifically, the flexible disk 
110 may be formed of silicone. The flexible disk 110 may also include a peripheral portion 116 
adapted to be connected to an inner surface of the flow passage to seal perimeter of the flow 
passage around flexible disk 1 10. The valve element 100 includes a slit 1 12 which is extends 
through the entire thickness of the flexible disk 110. The slit 112 separates two movable 
elements 118 from one another to fomi an openable portion of the disk 110 which creates a flow 
passage therethrough when the movable elements 1 18 are placed in an open position separated 
from one another. For example, when the edges 120 of the movable elements 118 are moved out 
of the plane of the flexible disk 1 10, an opening through the flexible disk 1 10 is formed along the 
slit 1 12. In this exemplary embodiment, the movable elements 1 1 8 are formed as resilient flaps 
substantiaUy constrained in all directions except along the slit 1 12. Accordingly, the elements 
1 1 8 are substantially constricted and may only move along the edges 120 to form a relatively 
small opening. 
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